
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11 April, 2023

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present –  George Peto (Chair), Ruth Appleby and Andrew Shone
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers (Clerk). Steve Bloomer, Denise Corkin

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Joanne Nichols
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared
3. Minutes of the last meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a 

true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Alison Woodcock (Otterburn School Head Teacher) – Unfortunately due to the necessary change of 

date of the meeting Alison was unable to attend but it is hoped she would attend one in the near future.
6. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters:  Nothing was raised.
7. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Anyone wishing to apply for a
grant should look at the website https://raywindfund.co.uk/ for details.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk reported that he had heard from Neil Snowdon who has 
advised that the work has begun on drawings to identify differing stages of construction to accompany the bill 
of quality. 
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk reported that he had received no update on the proposed
work on the sections of the Otterburn trail previously highlighted.
d) item 6d: Local Otterburn directory map  :   The Clerk advised that he not had chance to prepare a grant 
application for this work. 
e) item 6e: Electric power supply in the Millennium Green: The Clerk confirmed that the grant application had 
been successful and the funds for the work received. Due to the delay the Clerk would contact Northern 
Powergrid for a revised quote before organising the required work with Mark Goddard. The Clerk confirmed 
also that the bird boxes had been put up in the Millennium Green and additional saplings planted.
f) item 6f: Northern Powergrid energy resilience grant funding: The Clerk reported that Northern Powergrid 
grant cheque had been received and he had met the Hall committee to begin arrangements for the work. He 
advised also that Richard Wilson was due to undertake the required work on the wiring in mid June.
g) item 6h: EV charging points at the Memorial Hall: The Clerk reported that the Licensing contract had been 
received from NE Transport legal representatives and was being considered by the Memorial Hall Committee. 
It had been agreed the charging point would be at the back of the hall.
h) item 6i: School flashing light and other roadside signs  :   The Clerk reported that he had received an email 
from Michael McMonagle (NCC) that he had instructed the team to removed the existing pole and replace it 
with two more substantial ones as well as replace the damage sign and lights. However no date for the work 
had as yet been assigned he would keep the Parish Council up-to-date with progress. 
i) item 6l: Footpath towards Otterburn school  :   The Clerk provided details of an email he had received from 
Geoff Cairns (NCC). He was advising the restraints on resources at present and asked for a couple of months 
to attempt to allocate resource to get the required work done to widen the path to the original width.
j) item 9c: Parish Council vacancy: The Clerk reported that he had received notice of resignation from Cllr 
Cook due to work commitments. The Clerk had set in motion the notice of vacancy with NCC. He also he had 
received two applications for the previous vacancy created by the resignation of Cllr Goddard. The Councillors 
agreed to assess and make a decision after the meeting.  The Chair and Councillors thanked Cllr Cook for her 
time and contribution whilst on the Parish Council.
k) item 9g: Youth voice in Otterburn: The Chair reported that this was a topic he had hoped to discuss with 
Alison Woodcock and asked that it is rearranged for when she would be able to attend the meeting. 

8. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised the current bank balance was £20,599.97 following receipt of the 
Millennium Green grant of £4,123 and precept of £3,291. He advised that the balance at the end of the 
financial year had been £13,177.65
b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for March, 2023: The payments of £265.58 & expenses £4.00 were agreed.
c) Pay review for Clerk: The Councillors all agreed to accept the NALC recommendations of the pay increase 
to £11.84 an hour backdated to 1 April, 2022 and the resulting payment of £296.75 was agreed.
d) Reimbursement to Clerk for the purchase of dog mess signs: The payment of £15.98 was agreed for the two
signs. 
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e) Replacement of defibrillator pads: There was agreement to follow recommendations to purchase one 
replacement pad for the defibrillator. It was agreed that the Clerk would seek a Ray Windfund grant for the 
replacement including those needed for Elsdon and the RTC.

9. Planning
a) There were no applications to consider at this meeting. 

10. New Business
a) St John’s Church lawn mower: It was confirmed that the church had received the grant from Ray Windfunds 
and the lawn mower had been purchased. The Chair advised he had started the first cut of the year in the 
church yard.
b) Brierley Gardens Karbon Homes work: The Clerk reported that Guy Opperman MP had been in contact with
Karbon Homes regarding the complaints from residents about the quality of work of the contractors in Brierley 
Gardens. The details had been posted on the Parish Council Facebook and comments were welcome via 
either the Parish Council or directly to Guy Opperman MP.  
c) Redevelopment of the public toilets in Otterburn: The Clerk advised he had not as yet received an update on
when the redevelopment work would take place. The Chair asked him to contact Cllr Riddle for an update.

11. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
There were no matter raised. 

11. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 2 May, 2023 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. This meeting will follow the Annual Parish Meeting.
Meeting closed at 8.00pm.
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